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Give Attention to 

Reading 
Paul told Timothy, “Until I come, give attention to the public 

reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching” (1 Timothy 4:13). 

Timothy was instructed to give special attention to the reading of 

Scripture. Why is that? Timothy ministered in a time when, for the most 

part, no Christian had a copy of the Scriptures. Yet, their need for 

engagement with the word was just as urgent as ours. So, it was Timothy’s 

job to not only read for himself (1 Timothy 4:15-16) but also for the 

Christians he was laboring with.  

 Our first goal for this class is to learn how to read the Bible. It may 

seem to be a step backward to talk about how to read the Bible, but I have 

found that the number one reason many Christians do not get a lot out of 

the Bible is that they do not know how to read it! 

How Do You Read? 

What do we mean that most Christians do not know how to read the Bible? 

Don’t you just pick it up and read it? We are talking about is our attitude 

when we read the Bible and not simply the process of reading. Because 

how we read, that is how we approach the Bible, will largely determine if 

we find the Bible enjoyable and profitable or dull and useless. 

Daniel Sommer (1850-1940) aptly describes the world of difference that 

our attitude can make when it comes to reading the Bible, he said: 

“Someone has said we should read the Bible as we would read the last will and testament 

of a deceased relative, - to learn where and how much we were remembered as 

beneficiaries. I have often said we should read the New Testament, especially, as we would 

read a series of love-letters from a dear departed one who suffered death on our behalf, and 

who died that we might live. Then, and then only, can we read it with due appreciation. 



How To Study The Bible: Lesson 2 Give Attention to Reading 

2 
 

And some one has justly said, “Love at its best does not forget.” And if we would regard 

every book in the New Testament as a love-letter from the Prince of lovers, we would not 

regard it with indifference. Certainly, we would not regard reading it as a cold task. If God 

and Christ can grieve, they must certainly grieve over the indifference of mankind 

generally, especially as professed Christians regard the entire Bible, and especially the New 

Testament” (Sommer, 191). 

Think about the two attitudes illustrated above. The first one is an attitude 

of almost selfish ambivalence. You can hear this attitude say, “hurry up, 

get to the part about my inheritance!” Some approach the Bible in this 

way. They skim for what only applies to them. 

The second attitude is an attitude of treasuring. Here is a person who no 

longer can speak face to face with their loved one, and all they have left 

are their letters. They pour over them over and over again so they can 

grow as close as they can, understand better, this loved one who is no 

more. This is the attitude we should have in our Bible reading, reading the 

whole of Scripture to better know and understand the Author. 

When it comes to reading the Bible, our goal then should be to develop 

our affections for the word of God to the point where we may joyfully 

sing along with the Psalmist, “O how I love Your law! it is my mediation 

all the day” (Psalm 119:97).  

How can we do that? I believe we can develop this right affection for the 

Word of God if we have: 1.) a right understanding of the Bible is, and 2.) 

commit to the discipline of reading. 

Is God-Breathed: 

Starting with the understanding. The Bible is the personal revelation from 

God Himself to His creation. Think about that! The great, all-powerful, 

all-knowing, all-good, eternal, abounding in lovingkindness, God of All 

has given us, me, you His word!  

Consider what Paul told Timothy about the Scriptures. He said, “All 

Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be 
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adequate, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). Inspired 

means “God-breathed.” That is from God’s very being. His very thoughts, 

which the Holy Spirit of God revealed (cf. 1 Corinthians 2:10-11). Now, 

note the connection between God breathing out the Scriptures (2 Timothy 

3:16) and their effects in a person’s life (2 Timothy 3:17). Because the 

Bible is from God, it can make us complete (NASB – Adequate). Being 

complete means that we are fully equipped to live righteously (2 Peter 

1:3) and live a life that glorifies God.  

But one cannot experience the effects of Scripture without first reading 

the Scriptures and doing so with the right attitude. If we do not couple our 

reading with a heart that desires God, that desires a closer relationship 

with Him, then we will end up like Jews who knew the Scriptures but did 

not see nor acknowledge Christ (John 5:39-40).  

The Discipline of Reading: 

Jesus said in Matthew 4:4,  “But He answered and said, “It is written, 

‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT 

PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.’” How often do you eat? Like 

most humans, about three meals a day to maintain your physical 

wellbeing. Now, think about how often you engage with the Word of God. 

Do you engage with the Scriptures as much as you do with physical food? 

If we make sure we eat every day, we also need to make sure we eat 

spiritually every day. A first step would be to get in the habit of daily 

Bible reading.1 If we are to get the most out of Bible study, if we are to 

grow in godliness, if we are to come to truly know the God who has made 

us (1 John 2:13), then we need a regular intake of God’s word.  

 
1 I recommend Mark Roberts’ “5 Day Daily Bible Reading Plan” which is available at 
https://fivedaybiblereading.com/ 
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Berry Kercheville offers some practical guidance when it comes to our 

Bible reading. In “The Four “R’s” of Bible Reading,” he lists these things 

we should be doing as we read the Bible.2 

1. READ. To read properly, we must be keen observers. We must see 

words and phrases that stand out while at the same time collect the 

whole thought. Remember, the important thing is not how many 

times you have gone through the Bible, but how many times the 

Bible has gone through you!  

a. Read Aloud – but not in a dull way. Read with meaning and 

feeling. 

b. Read Carefully – That is, do not read too quickly. You are not 

scanning. Be like a traveler who absorbs the sights, sounds, 

and smells of the countryside. 

c. Read Repeatedly – Turn the words over in your mind, 

meditate. Never conclude you have exhausted the meaning of 

a verse just because it is familiar to you.  

d. Read with A Pencil and use colored pencils to highlight and 

make notations. 

2. REFLECT: When God speaks, we need to stand still and listen 

(Hebrews 2:1). 

a. Reflect purposefully. Don’t read isolated verses separating 

them from their context or even allowing them to suggest 

topical studies. You are reflecting on the Holy Spirit’s 

message in this text. Let Him speak to you. 

b. Reflect visually – Visualize the occasion, the setting. 

Example: Revelation 21:1-4. 

c. Reflect prayerfully. Allow the marvelous truths you are 

learning to cause you to express to God your feelings, your 

joy, shortcomings, and blessings.  

 
2 The following material is adapted from Berry Kercheville “The Four “R’s” of Bible Reading.” 



How To Study The Bible: Lesson 2 Give Attention to Reading 

5 
 

d. Reflect patiently – Time and patience are the two best 

instruments of discovery. It takes time to dig out the golden 

nuggets of God’s word. 

3. RECORD: What can you do to retain what you see? WRITE IT 

DOWN! Record your observations as you see them, and your mind 

will be released to look for more. 

a. Record with organization – Get a notebook that is devoted to 

your daily observations. 

b. Record questions – Questions about problems in the text that 

are difficult to understand. Verbalizing and recording the 

problem or difficulty puts you halfway to the solution. You 

will now look for a solution that discussion with others and 

later reading will solve. 

c. Record applications. Write down lessons that you have learned 

for your own life. Especially things that you see you need to 

change. Also, write out goals or vows that you intend to 

accomplish for God. 

4. RESPOND: No amount of Bible reading will profit until we 

respond or apply the lessons we have learned to our lives. We must 

use what we have learned.  

a. Respond with confession of sins and failures to God. 

b. Respond with obedience to commands.  

c. Respond by putting the words in our hearts (Deuteronomy 

6:4-9). Do this by reviewing what you have studied and testing 

yourself on what was in the previous chapters. During a break 

in the day, recite what you remember from each chapter of a 

book. Keep responding, and the words will be in your heart! 
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Questions for Reflection: 

1.  Take a moment and list the ways or reasons why God’s word is 

precious to you (cf. Psalm 139:17). What would you be without the 

regular reading of the scriptures? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. What kind of attitude should we have when reading and studying the 

Bible? Why is attitude so important for Bible reading and study? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. How could I improve my engagement with the Bible? What would 

be one specific, measurable goal I could set for myself? (EX. I will 

read a Psalm a day for the next 30 days.) 

 


